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 1 
Present Members:  Kate Bartleman, Jennifer Iller, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Chair Pauline Proch, Francis 2 
Steadman  3 
 4 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chair Pauline Proch opened, 5 
Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Jennifer Iller seconded and it was approved unanimously. 6 
 7 
Presentations to the Committee 8 
John & Abigail Adams Scholars 2016 – NHS Principal John Buckey 9 
John Buckey introduced 33 of our high school students who are recipients of the John & Abigail Adams Scholarship 10 
award.   In order to be considered for this scholarship which offers tuition for any Massachusetts state school, students 11 
are required to achieve Advanced and Proficient in three academic areas: Math, ELA, and Science MCAS exams.  The 12 
Class of 2016 has the distinction that their award was based on three (first time for this requirement) not two, academic 13 
MCAS exams.  All of the students spoke briefly about their schools of choice or their vocation interest and the list was 14 
extensive:  Babson, Colorado College, Bentley, United States Air Force Academy, Northeastern, Bucknell, Boston 15 
University, and interests are Education, Art, Anthropology, Finance, Business, Biology and more.  Some students are 16 
choosing to stay on the East Coast and some have their sights set on the West Coast.  The School Committee was very 17 
impressed and offered congratulations to all. 18 
 19 
Food Service Update -  Director of Finance Martin Anguelov 20 
Now that Chartwells has hired a Food Director, Finance Director, Martin Anguelov, has received year-to-date 21 
financials for the School Lunch Program and was able to present the financial results for September 2015.  He reported 22 
an operating deficit of $18,715 for 2015 versus $11,795 for the same period in 2014.  The decline can be cited at an 23 
18% decline or $6,920 for two main reasons:  decline in average daily paid student meals and product cost inflation.  24 
The sales also declined by $6,653, this was due to three fewer operating days this year (17) in the month of September 25 
compared to last year (20).   Free & Reduced meals seem to be relatively stable as percentages are 21.6% in 2015 and 26 
22.6% for last year.  The hope is that, by increasing our participation rates, we will remain on track to keep the 27 
numbers within the budgeted $48,100 subsidy.  It will be a challenge to reach a break-even point, but we remain 28 
hopeful to track improvement as comparison to prior years when subsidies to the program were significantly higher.  29 
Dr. Lepore asked about the impact of waste and is this directly related to changing the menu.  Principal Kubisch 30 
jumped into say there is not a lot of waste at NES and CPS and NHS Principals concurred. Chair Pauline Proch asked 31 
if students are monitored at all to ensure that they are actually eating lunch, and again, all Principals agreed that 32 
students are monitored.  The schools will contact families if there presents a concern about identified students not 33 
eating their lunch.  At the lower grades, lunch duty attendants help oversee this, at NHS, Principal Buckey stated that 34 
students know what they want and what they will eat, and that there are options of where the students can eat, and for 35 
all these reasons the lunch programs seems to work fairly well.  Students don’t always make healthy choices.  Jenn 36 
Iller asked about setting up lunch accounts on line and feels that encouraging this will be helpful.  Superintendent 37 
Cozort reminded the Committee that not everyone prefers online and we must respect those who choose to pay by 38 
cash.   39 
 40 
Comments from the Public - None 41 
 42 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken 43 
Student Activity Accounts 44 
Superintendent Cozort shared that our audit findings are fairly positive, with many areas addressed that were cited the 45 
previous year.  This Audit will be brought for a vote at the next meeting.  46 
Vote of Approval for the closing of the following Student Activity Accounts and transferring these funds to the 47 
Nantucket Education Trust (NET) : 48 

1. Class of 1990 – $950.00 49 
2. Class of 1999 - $403.42 50 

A motion to approve was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jenn Iller, and was approved by a vote of the 51 
Committee. 52 
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 53 
Vote of Approval for the closing of the following Student Activity Accounts and transferring these funds to the 54 
Foundations of Robin Harvey and & Jack Pignato to be used for educational scholarships: 55 

1. Class of 1998 - $6,465.04  56 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jenn Iller.  The motion was    57 
approved by a vote of the Committee. 58 
 59 
Vote of Approval for the closing of the following Student Activity Accounts: 60 
           1.  Class of 1997 – assets already moved to NET; close 61 
           2.  Class of 1998 – assets already moved to NET; close 62 
           3.  Class of 2000 – assets already moved to NET; close 63 
           4.  Class of 2001 – assets already moved to NET; close 64 
           5.  Class of 2002 – $0.00 balance, close 65 
           6.  Class of 2003 - $0.00 balance, close 66 
           7.  Class or 2004 – deficit; bring it to $0.00 balance and close 67 
 68 
Vote of Approval for Adding the following Student Activity Accounts 69 
 1.   NHS – Chinese Club 70 

2. NHS – Class of 2019 (moved up from CPS) 71 
3. CPS – Mermaids & Mentors 72 
4. CPS – Class of 2022 (moved up from NES) 73 
5. NES – Class of 2029 (New Pre-K) 74 

 75 
There was general discussion among the Committee regarding how long a particular Class has to come forward and 76 
request their funds for specific use or transfer.  Superintendent Cozort replied the auditors were clear in their 77 
recommendation that no funds for graduated classes should remain in any Student Activity Accounts. 78 
 79 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jenn Iller.  The motion was 80 
approved by a vote of the Committee. 81 
 82 
Vote for Approval for the Annual Nantucket High School Field Trip to New York City, March 31-April 3, 2015 83 
Erin MacIver will be taking the Accidentals & Natural students to NYC to attend workshops and performances, 84 
enabling students to experience professional productions and how to apply these techniques learned to their own 85 
performances.  Approximately 34 students and four chaperones/teachers will participate.  A motion to approve the 86 
transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jenn Iller.  The motion was approved by a vote of the 87 
Committee. 88 
 89 
Gift Donation  in the amount of $15,000 from John D. Macomber, Personal Representative of the Estate of William B. 90 
Macomber, Jr.: A bequest in the Last Will and Testament of William B. Macomber, Jr., these funds are to be used 91 
according to Mr. Macombers Trust: 92 

 93 
“With that sum to be preserved and the income therefrom to be used from time to time as determined by the 94 
School Committee after hearing the recommendation of the Superintendent for either (i) and award to a student 95 
of Nantucket High School for excellence in citizenship and in academics, plus conscientious involvement in 96 
either athletics, or (ii )award to a teacher in the Nantucket Public School System for excellence over a number 97 
of years in his or her classroom performance…” 98 

 99 
Dr. Lepore stated with pride what an Ambassador Mr. Macomber was, and two other Committee members who had 100 
Mr. Macomber as a teacher, remembered him fondly.  With thanks, a motion to approve the gift was made by Tim 101 
Lepore and seconded by Melissa Murphy and the motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.  There was further 102 
discussion  103 
about the best way to place these funds into the system to be used for awards as outlined.  The Superintendent 104 
suggested voting the money into NET and after some deliberation it was agreed that the money would be sent to NET, 105 
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but designated specifically for the purpose stated by the Macomber estate. 106 
 107 
 108 
October 6, 2015 Meeting Minutes: Held over from last meeting, these minutes were re-opened with a motion to 109 
approve the minutes made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Kate Bartleman and approved by a vote of the Committee. 110 
 111 
October 20, 2015 Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Jennifer 112 
Iller and approved by a vote of the Committee. 113 
 114 
Transfers & Invoices:  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jenn 115 
Iller.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee 116 
 117 
Superintendent Report 118 
Enrollment – W. Michael Cozort 119 
The numbers went down slightly from last month.  Please note, we have broken out two students in the High School in 120 
their own category, as they are more technically “post graduates” served by our Special Needs programming. 121 
 122 
On the Horizon – Next meeting will be on November 17 and will offer the Preliminary Budget Forecast, Glenn 123 
Koocher, MASC Executive Director, a Building Update, the new Vocational program update, and with the PARCC 124 
decision November 17, we might hear from the Department of Education regarding this decision.  Melissa Murphy 125 
asked if we could also have a NET update/presentation to hear where the grants and funds have been awarded. 126 
 127 
It was noted that the Massachusetts PARCC scores will be out next week, but they are embargoed until November 10

th
.  128 

Dr. Lepore asked about the PARCC vs. MCAS results, and as just discussed, we await the State verdict. 129 
Superintendent Cozort mentioned that this debate is complicated, with one of three possible outcomes:  MCAS 1.0 130 
(what has been the standard in Mass for some time); PARCC (what we have just done a test run); and MCAS 2.0 (an 131 
enhanced version with digital support and more rigor).  Miss Steadman asked about why we might move more towards 132 
more digital testing over paper.  A quick answer is the expectation for a student to be more technologically literate and 133 
that the turn-around test result time is shorter (although, so far we see no proof of this).  Nancy Miller, Director of 134 
Special Education, offered that the universal design for learning takes into account making testing easier for more 135 
individuals – enhancements and/or modifications are built-in features, thereby helping students in a variety of ways 136 
without drawing attention, or changing the testing environment. 137 
 138 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 139 
Chair Pauline Proch talked about how she walked the grounds with the Superintendent and while she enjoyed doing 140 
this, she felt a bit removed from the elementary school.  To remedy this, she urged the Committee to go into the 141 
schools, make appointments with the Principal’s offices to get into classrooms, perhaps visit one or two and get a little 142 
bit closer to the teaching and learning environments.  Superintendent Cozort, liked the idea, but cautioned to please not 143 
go “en masse,” but to please do this individually.  Pauline Proch also wanted to remind everyone about the Run for 144 
Robin Fundraiser on November 8, raising money for the Harvey Foundation and scholarships for our students. One last 145 
thing, our Credit For Life Fair has been moved from Spring to Fall and will be held on Wednesday, November 4.  A 146 
great peek into the working world for Seniors as they move to their next chapters in their lives. 147 
 148 
Finally, Superintendent excitedly reminded everyone about all the playoff games coming up, Girls Field Hockey and 149 
Boys and Girls Soccer. Melissa Murphy agreed that being a spectator (new for her) is a lot of fun and she enjoys the 150 
camaraderie and the enthusiastic atmosphere. 151 
 152 
At 6:52 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Jenn Iller and 153 
unanimously approved. 154 
 155 
Respectfully submitted,  156 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk 157 


